
tive part in this day, and have classes and 
lessons leading up to the day on the His-
tory and Respect for the Flag, the History 
and Respect for the National Anthem, Re-
spect for the Armed Services and Veter-
ans, Uniform Wear and Inspections, and 
Drill and Ceremony. 

To prepare for the breakfast, cadets 
measured out where the drill perfor-
mance would be as well as writing a map 
showing where the 
colorguard, speaker, 
orchestra, and veter-
ans would be. 

Cadet Lieutenant 
Colonel Jake Nor-
wood (12) started 
preparing with JR-
TOC months before 
both the parade as 
well as the break-
fast. He enjoys Vet-
erans Day because 
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Cadets march down N. Church Street 
during the annual Veterans Day Parade held 

on Nov. 11. The band and colorguard also 
participated in the parade to honor those 

who made sacrifices for the country.  

PHOTO BY B. BRACKETT
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Honoring Veterans
BY FLORENCE ROSE COPE

Remembering those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice through music, 

meals, and events.

ovember 11 is a day 
when Americans annu-
ally honor their veter-
ans. Soldiers are remem-
bered and appreciated 
for their ultimate dedica-
tion to the protection of 

American rights. JROTC, Color Guard, 
and Marching Band participated in the 
annual Spartanburg Veterans Day Pa-
rade. The parade marched from Mount 
Moriah Baptist Church through various 
streets in downtown.

The JROTC Viking Battalion also held 
a Veterans Day breakfast for men and 
women who have served in the armed 
forces. The Vikings usually have an as-
sembly that allows the entire student 
body to take part inin the celebration, but 
since the gym was not completed in time, 
JROTC cadets focused on an intimate 
remembrance in the Dining Hall. The 
JROTC program takes an extremely ac-

he is able to honor and thank people 
who have fought in the armed forces.

“Veterans Day is important to me 
because it commemorates the men 
and women who swore to protect our 
country, as well as the men and women 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice,” 
Norwood said. 

JROTC Instructor Major Charles Da-
vis, a veteran with nearly 24 years of ac-

tive duty service, is proud of how the 
JROTC prepared for the breakfast, as 
well as the parade. 

“…I feel truly blessed to have honor-
ably served my country and now be em-
ployed in a position that allows me to 
help shape our future citizens and still 
wear my Army uniform,” Davis said.

Student Body President Henry 
Bishop (12) welcomed the Veterans.
JROTC Color Guard led by Cadet Major 
Dunzhae Woodruff (12) presented the 
colors, Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Jake       
Norwood (12) read the History of 
Veterans day, and Cadet First Sergeant 
Jaqwavius Henderson (12) led everyone 
in prayer.

Dennis Phonsongkham (10) participated 
in the JROTC drill performance and was 
honored to be able to welcome the veterans.

“The performance was successful and 
I enjoyed being able to see the veterans 
and enjoy the food,” Phonsongkham said.

The Battalion cadets acted as hosts 
of the breakfast, while a small group 
of freshmen played orchestral pieces. 
They played pieces that display both 
the patriotic aspects of Veterans Day as 
well as the autumn season. 

Orchestra teacher Helen Tipton ex-
plained how one of the selected pieces, 
“Beneath The Autumn Sky,” expressed 
the nation’s gratitude for veterans. 

“This is a pensive, remembrance piece 
of music which we played in the hopes of 
letting our veterans know that we remem-
ber their sacrifices,” Tipton said.

Other pieces played by the orches-
tral group include “Colors of the Wind,” 
“Avengers,” and “Fields of Gold.”

Standing proudly, the JROTC Viking Battalion cadets pose with 
veterans who attended the breakfast. It was a chance for young ca-
dets to meet and greet with soldiers who have served this country.

PHOTO COURTESY J. FOSTER



Team Head Coach Dennis 
Roberts says that skills those on 
the team learn are essential to be-
coming an IT professional.

“They are scenarios that are 
real. These things happen to real 
corporations. These situations 
are valid, and I think that it’s im-
portant students get this experi-
ence,” Roberts said.

Competitors who move on to 
IT careers will be filling a job void 
across the US.  There are cur-
rently more cybersecurity jobs 
in the field than there are people 
to fill them. What’s more, many of 
these professions pay well and do 
not require a college degree. Ac-
cording to payscale.com, IT pro-
fessionals can earn an estimated 
minimum of $45,000 annually 
straight out of high school with 
proper certification. 

The program prepares young 
people for the computer-run world 
of today and helps them make a sig-
nificant impact in the cybersecuri-
ty industry. Through their rigorous 
training, the CyberViking teams 
will produce many new faces for a 
growing technology industry.

To the average person, the 
words subnet and directory 
mean little to nothing. But to the 
CyberVikings, they are a way of 
life. The CyberVikings compete 
in the CyberPatriot Program, a 
youth cybersecurity program 
run by the U.S. Air Force. In these 
competitions, students are given 
a wide variety of cybersecurity 
problems to solve on systems 
spanning from well-known ones 
like Windows to less common 
ones such as Cisco Networking 
and Ubuntu Linux. 

Each system the teams are 
given has a variety of security 
flaws, which hackers could use 
to get into the system. Each flaw 
the teams fix earns them points. 
Teams are ranked by how many 
points they get and how long it 
takes them to gain these points.

In the second round of 

body functions. They take on the 
roles of professionals in this field 
to try and solve real medical cases.

Ty’Asia Green (12) is interest-
ed in a career in the medical field 
and takes Human Body Systems 
to better prepare her.

“I want to be an OB/GYN doc-
tor and this class will help me 
because I am learning about the 
bones and function of the bones 
I will be dealing with in my ca-
reer,” Green said.

the CyberPatriot competition 
on Nov. 15, the CyberVikings 
placed in the top 33 percent of 
the country, beating over 2000 
teams nationwide. Adding to 
these accomplishments, the 
CyberVikings came in first 
place in Spartanburg County’s 
CyberPatriot Cup last Spring, 
beating Dorman and Daniel 
Morgan teams.

Hours of intense training 
and practice by the team allow 
them to produce such results. 
Each summer, members attend 
a training camp at Spartanburg 
Community College. There, they 
are put through rigorous lessons 
from the top cybersecurity 
professionals in the area. Those 
who perform well are sent to 
an advanced camp, where they 
learn what they will need to 
secure a computer or network 
of computers.

The CyberVikings practice 
often, bringing in cybersecurity 
professionals and practicing on 
sample systems. They are given 
situations that they will face in 
the IT profession.
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Creating a model of the human 
body is part of Human Body Systems 

class, offered through Project Lead 
the Way. Margaret Phillips (10) and 
Milly Valdez (11) work on a model.

PHOTO BY D. BONNER
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Watch Repair

E

Competing in Round 2 of the Cyber-
Patriot Competition, the CyberVikings 
show off their skills. CyberPatriot is a 
program run by the U.S. Air Force that 
teaches cybersecurity basics to teens.P
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quality means fair treat-
ment of all types of people, 
including all races, gen-
ders, ethnicities, and reli-
gions. That type of inclu-
sivity is just what Upstate 
Pride Week promotes.

Held from Oct. 25 to Nov. 3, Pride Week 
is actually ten days. The event is held in 
both Greenville on Fluor Field and Spar-
tanburg at Barnet Park. Vendors and busi-
nesses in the upstate hold events inspired 
by feelings of pride, and special perfor-
mances by transgender artists are held, 
including performances in music, theater, 
and comedy. 

Sophie Webb (12) has enjoyed being 
a part of Pride Week since age six. This 
October, she went with her neighbor’s 
kids and created signs to march down-
town with. 

“I thought it would be important for 
young people to see others unlike them-
selves and experience a positive open 
community,” Webb said. “Like myself, 
the kids took joy in supporting such a 

beautiful community.”
Identifying as transgender, singer 

Peppermint performed during the week. 
She is widely known for her performance 
in “Head Over Heels” as the second drag 
woman to be on Broadway, according 
to playbill.com. Other stars featured 
over the event include Cazwell, a rapper 
focused on opening up about sexuality, 
and Mila Jam, a transgender singer from 
New York City. 

Claire Ellis (12) attended last year’s 
Pride Week and saw Eureka, a drag queen 
from “RuPaul’s Drag Race.”

“She had been on national TV so I just 
thought it was cool that she would come to 
a pride event in Spartanburg of all places,” 
Ellis said. 

Additionally, local vendors support the 
program. For instance, the Denny’s build-
ing was host to “Queer Coffee and Conver-
sations,” according to upstatepridesc.org. 
This event focused on the topic of medical 
care in the LGBTQ+ community. 

To fit the theme of  the spooky sea-
son, a Halloween event was held in both 

BY GRACE TILL

UPSTATE PRIDE
Events celebrate diversity in genders, 
sexual preferences, and ethnicities 
over ten days in two cities.

Spartanburg and Greenville.  
The Upstate Pride SC organization 

has been active since 2008 and has 
grown significantly through its advocacy 
for gender equality by reaching out to 
upstate communities. Organizations 
associated with UPSC are active in the 
upstate, including local counselors who 
make a safe space for LGBTQ+ families, 
Parents Family and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays Spartanburg (which engages in 
healthy talks about diverse society), and 
Piedmont Care, a nonprofit organization 
raising awareness for HIV/AIDS. The 
organization will continue to bring joy to 
citizens through celebrating equality for 
all types of people. 

Ellis believes that Pride Week is impor-
tant to breaking the stigma around being a 
member of the LGBTQ+ community. 

“…We may not be in the most accepting 
part of the country but exposure to 
different things is the only way to ease 
the stigma around them, and I guess that’s 
what people see when coming to visit 
Spartanburg,” Ellis said. 

BY JACK FOSTER

CyberVikings 
Strike Gold

CYBERSECURITY PROGRAM TEACHES BASICS TO 
TEENS THROUGH PRACTICE AND COMPETITIONS

ith colleges be-
coming harder 
and more expen-
sive, high schools 
around the 
country are of-
fering programs 

to teach and prepare kids for the 
work force. Project Lead the Way 
courses were first offered in 2015. 
This is a program that allows 
students to develop in-demand 
STEM skills for college credit. The 

WAY
Career-focused program gives 
learners a critical advantage 
by providing early training in 
medicine, computer science, 

and engineering

W

Pride was represented in various ways through-
out the Upstate during Pride Week. Sophie 
Webb (12) did so by wearing colorful clothes 
and carrying signs. 

Leading the

BY  VIOLETTE FRANKE

THIS CLASS WILL HELP ME GET THE BASIC AND 
ADVANCED SKILLS THAT I NEED TO USE THE 
PROGRAMS AND COMPUTER LANGUAGES ANY 
EMPLOYERS MIGHT THROW AT ME,

– Jonathan Cato, 11

program offers engineering, com-
puter science, and biomedical 
science courses. The engineering 
courses are popular and provide 
students with the engineering 
basics and principals needed for 

success in this field.
Will Eaton (9) is taking a 

PLTW engineering class. He 
enjoys this class because it is 
hands on and he is able to hear 
various guest speakers share 
their job experiences.

“We’ve done different types of 
sketches and learned about differ-
ent careers in engineering. Recent-
ly, we have been learning about 
heat transferring and how it relates 
to engineering,” Eaton said.

Jonathan Cato (11) takes an 
engineering course on computer 
science. The computer science 
course helps students gain pro-
gramming expertise and explore 
and understand the workings of 

the internet. He decided to take 
this class because he wanted to 
learn how to code and program 
software for a potential career in 
the future.

“I’m very interested in the class 
and I want to go into the field… I 
know this class will help me get 
the basic and advanced skills that 
I need to use the programs and 
computer languages any employ-
ers might throw at me,” Cato said.

In the cybersecurity course of-
fered, students can learn about ethi-
cal computing behavior and how 
to keep a dependable cyber-infra-
structure that moves and processes 
information safely and securely.

Matthew Beyer (9) takes the 
cybersecurity course because 

he is interested in learning about 
staying safe on the internet. He 
enjoys working in group projects 
and learning more about a poten-
tial career in this field.

“I am not yet sure if I am inter-
ested in a career in cybersecurity, 
but this class has helped me think 
a lot about pursuing a career in 
cybersecurity,” Beyer said.

Lastly, there is a biomedical 
science course offered called 
Human Body Systems. In this 
class, students learn in depth  
the human body system’s 
interactions and purposes in the 
body. Students explore science 
by using skeletal mannequins to 
build organs and tissues, as well 
as computer software to monitor 

PHOTO COURTESY S. WEBB



CLASSIC  vs. CONTEMPORARY 
account of history and culture. Classics are 
written at a higher reading level than most 
contemporary books and they are nor-
mally more difficult to understand, but this 
challenges readers and builds their ability 
to comprehend other books.

Haley Crowe (11) sees the benefits of 
reading classical literature.

“Contemporary books tend to be easier 
and more fun to read, but most of them 
have really similar plots,” Crowe said. 
“Classics are more complicated and a good 
challenge, which can be refreshing.”

The majority of books read in Eng-
lish classes in high school are fictional. 
Reading fiction not only teaches life les-
sons but increases empathy, a trait that is 
much needed.

Reading books from a completely dif-
ferent perspective helps people walk in 
others’ shoes throughout history and be 
able to connect with them. 

 “The Scarlet Letter,” which is a clas-
sic book required in schools, is based on 
the Salem witch trials and centers around 
a woman who was scorned by society. 
By reading this, people can better under-
stand what it was like to live in that time 
period as a woman.

Tommy Shealy (12) enjoys the style of 
classical books and reads them more fre-
quently than contemporary styles.

“I prefer classics over modern books 
because classics have a more formal 
style and format,” Shealy said.
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Viking  Voices Which celebrity do you 
look up to and why?

“Steve Albini. 
He influenced 

me as a 
musician 

and made an 
entire career 
on his own.”

-- JAKE HILL (12)

“Will Smith. He 
is hard-working, 

funny, and he 
always makes 
sure that his 
family comes 

first.”

“Winona Ryder. She 
was told she was 
too ugly to act but 
she didn’t give up. 
She also starred 

in my favorite 80s 
movie.”

“Barack 
Obama 

because he is 
inspirational 
and he was 

the first black 
President.”

-- TAISHUN LITTLEJOHN (9)-- MERIDETH HALL (11)

-- SHAKIERA MACK (10)

“Anthony Padilla. 
He is a funny 

YouTuber. He’s 
been in movies, 
shows, and even 

has his own 
cartoons.”

“Taraji P. Henson. 
She’s a great 

actress that came 
from nothing but 

continued to strive 
for what she does 

best.”

-- JAYLA SHANDS-HAMILTON (10) -- MYIA WRIGHT (12)

Traditional literature has universal themes that stay relevant, but modern 
literature has benefits such as diverse authors that readers should explore

here is much debate over 
whether more contempo-
rary books should be in-
cluded in the English cur-
riculum, but some books 
are irreplaceable. The 
classics are called classic 

for a reason; they are timeless. 
Classic literature stays relevant and 

important, even in the modern world. 
These books have universal themes that 
teach valuable morals and principles that 
everyone should experience. 

Traditional reading lists were not pri-
marily created to encourage a love of 
reading, but rather to give people a sam-
ple of “the best” literature. Books read in 
school are hand-picked by educators to 
give their kids the chance to gain knowl-
edge and learn on a deeper level.

People should strive for a balance 
between contemporary and classic 
books. Each genre has different ben-
efits that are not achievable by only 
reading one style. 

Teenagers are usually attracted to mod-
ern books, leading to a more engaging read. 
When someone is interested in what they 
are reading, it is more likely that they will 
see the meaning in the book.

English teacher Leslie Richard thinks 
that contemporary novels should be inte-
grated into the curriculum. She believes 
contemporary books released now have 
the potential to become the future classics.

“I believe we should be working toward 
a balance between the two,” Richard said.  
“We have been teaching the same works 
for a long 
time, but a 
lot of great 
literature 
has been 
released 
in more 
r e c e n t 
y e a r s . 
We are 
w o r k i n g 
to expand 
our collec-
tion and 
i n c l u d e 
p i e c e s 
that have 
been writ-
ten in the 
last 20 
years.”

In mod-
ern writ-
ing, the 
categories 
are broad-
er be-
cause the authors come from more diverse 
backgrounds and have fresh perspectives. 
Some teachers have started to include con-
temporary books in the reading courses. 
There is not a perfect balance in the school 

system, but there is a way to attain one. 
Classics have special traits that modern 
books can never achieve, but to equal it out, 

readers 
can seek 
out the 
contem-
p o r a r y 
g e n r e 
o u t -
side of 
school. 

C l a s -
sics are 
so popu-
lar within 
schools 
because 
they in-
c r e a s e 
vocabu-
lary, help 
p e o p l e 
to recog-
nize liter-
ary refer-
e n c e s , 
and offer 
a more 
personal 

T

Classic books’ roles in the classroom 
environment are highly debated. Many 

argue that the characters’ historic points 
of view should not be taught in this day 

and age.
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of our community health.”
Teens looking to be involved 

in the Boys and Girls Clubs 
can do so through Keystone 
Club, which is run by English 
teacher and Student Council 
advisor Chris White. Keystone 
members meet every second 
Tuesday at the Hangar at First 
Baptist Church to listen to a 
speaker and have a meal. Doc-
tors, college professors, and 
SWAT team members have spo-
ken at the club. 

According to White, Keystone 
contributes to its members and 
the Boys and Girls clubs.

“Keystone prepares young 
people for life after high school. 
Career exploration, service 
learning, entrepreneurial activi-
ties, and fun are all key compo-
nents of Keystone. On a service 
note, we provide leadership 
training and development for 
the younger kids in Boys & 
Girls Clubs in Spartanburg,” 
White said.

I readily admit that I love Christmas and 
all things associated with it. I love Christmas 
trees, ornaments, and I watch every 
Hallmark Christmas movie even though I 
know the exact plot of every single one. I will 
also readily admit that I love to save money, 
so I have compiled some easy and cheap 
Christmas décor so you can celebrate the 
holiday season while on a budget.

The first one is an easy Christmas tree. 
Get a small sytrofoam cone from Dollar 
Tree and a package of pom poms. If you 
can find red, white, and green ones that 
is great. If not, it shouldn’t be too hard to 
get a few packs and pick out the colors 
you need. Then, use hot glue to secure 
the pom poms to the styrofoam cone, 
covering the surface. 

Another hallmark of Christmas is 
snowflakes, even though we do not see 
many around here. To make a simple 
snowflake decoration, get popsicle sticks 
and arrange them in a design like a 
snowflake. Then, use hot glue to assemble 
the sticks together. If you have white acrylic 
paint, you can paint the snowflakes.

I love snow globes and have a collection 
of them in my room. This might be the most 
expensive décor, but not by much. To make 
your own snow globe, first get a mason jar 
and a figurine to go inside. Crafts stores 
such as Michaels have little Christmas 
figurines for sale. Attach the figurine to the 
underside of the lid of the mason jar with 
hot glue. Then, fill the jar with cold water. 
Next grab some glitter or faux snowflakes, 
which can be found in craft stores, and add 
those to the water. If you’d like, you can add 
glycerin, a substance found at craft stores 
that helps the glitter and snowflakes float 
a little better. I didn’t add glycerin and it 
worked out fine. Finally, close the lid super 
tight and shake everything up over a sink 
in case any water comes out! 

Happy holidays!

ith the public’s increased 
interest in environmental 
issues, more sustainable 
options of transportation 
are being introduced. 

The first public electric scooters were 
introduced by a company called Bird in 
2017, and by 2019 there were around 50 
different companies globally in cities all 
around the world. 

The concept of the electric scooter is 
relatively simple. It’s the way that they are 
rented and the low cost that makes them 
unique. To rent an electric scooter, one 
must download the app for whichever 
company (Lime, Spin, and Bird are most 
popular in the States). After you find the 
closest available scooter and enter your 
credit card with the specific scooter bar-
code, you’re set. The scooter charges 
your card once the ride is complete de-
pending on the minutes traveled. 

According to the article “Electric scoot-
ers’ sudden invasion of American cities, 
explained” on vox.com, the cost of a 
scooter ride is very affordable, causing 
popularity in big cities.

The article says that one can start rid-
ing many electric scooters for $1 and then 
15 cents a minute. A two mile ride takes 
about 10 minutes and costs less than $3.

A major part of their success is the fact 
that they are dockless. This means that 

PUBLIC ELECTRIC SCOOTERS TAKE OFF

BY VIOLETTE FRANKE

PEDESTRIANS LOVE AND HATE THE OVERNIGHT SUCCESS OF 
DOCKLESS ELECTRIC SCOOTERS IN CITIES AROUND THE GLOBE
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BY SHARON 
GEORGE

PHOTO COURTESY N. CAULK

Every day after school, young 
children at Mary H. Wright 
Elementary and Cleveland 
Academy of Leadership engage 
in fun, educational activities 
led by members of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of the Upstate. 
The organization is a branch of 
Boys and Girls Clubs of America 
and has been active in the 
community for over 25 years. 

Programs range from aca-
demic, athletic, and artistic pro-

grams. Children are exposed to 
the arts through exhibitions of 
their artwork at places such as 
the Chapman Cultural Center 
and performances.

Nikki Caulk, Director of Op-
erations for the organization, be-
lieves the clubs’ most beneficial 
aspect is its affordability.

“It is affordable for all,” Caulk 
said. “The benefits to the chil-
dren are a result of  how all  of 
the programs and activities work 

IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME 
OF THE YEAR, EVEN WHEN YOU’RE 

ON A BUDGET

FUNCTION
JUNCTION

BY SHARON GEORGE

together with the mentorship of 
caring adults to develop the 
whole child.”

Clubs offer snacks, dinners, 
and a teacher-led homework 
time called Power Hour. Fitness 
activities teach healthy habits.
The clubs also develop public 
speaking and community in-
volvement skills.

Greg Tolbert is the President 
of Boys and Girls Clubs of the 
Upstate and is proud to partner 
with District 7.

“Together we are able to ex-
tend the safety, development, 
and nutrition for hundreds of 
children after school each day,” 
Tolbert said. “Our 30-year col-
laboration with District 7 enables 
parents to work with peace of 
mind, children to learn and grow 
safely, and... propel the progress 

Snowflakes and snowmen are 
hallmarks of the holiday season. 
Snowglobes and popsicle stick 
snowflakes are easy and inexpensive 
ways to decorate for Christmas. 

after use, they don’t need to be returned 
to a fixed location. When power runs low, 
someone from the scooter company picks 
them up, charges them, and places them 
back on the street fully charged.

Electric scooters are also more sus-
tainable than most ways of transporta-
tion. If scooting replaces daily car rides, 
the environment will benefit. Travis 
VanderZanden, CEO of Bird Scooters 
stated that around 40 percent of car 
trips are less than two miles, and that 
he hopes to replace these car trips 
with the more eco-friendly electric 
scooters. 

“Our goal is to replace as many of 
those trips as possible so we can 
get cars off the road and curb traf-
fic and greenhouse gas emissions,” 
said VanderZanden.

With such quick success 
comes much controversy. Be-
cause they can be left any-
where, some city residents 
find them ugly and in the 
way of pedestrians on 
sidewalks. There is even 
an Instagram 
account called 
S c o o t er s B e -
hav i n g B ad ly 
that posts photos of the 
electric scooter feuds on city streets. 
According to article “Dockless Scoot-
ers Gain Popularity and Scorn Across the 

U.S.” on npr.org, some city residents are 
reacting very recklessly. 

“The scooters have made people so 
angry that some have taken matters into 
their own hands.  In Los Angeles, scoot-
ers have been vandalized, set on fire and 
tossed into public toilets,” the article said.

People are also against electric scooters 
because they have proven themselves dan-
gerous on multiple accounts. Only three 
deaths due to electric scooter injuries have 
been reported, but there are countless in-

juries because of them, ranging 
from small injuries to or-

gan damage and severe 
bone fractures.

Elizabeth Skinner 
(10) rode a public electric scooter in 

Providence, Rhode Island. Riding the 
scooter gave Skinner an opportunity to 

view the city in a new way while provid-
ing transportation.

“I had seen the scooters in many cities 
and wanted to try one but finally got the 
chance when I saw them lying around in 
Providence,” Skinner said. “Riding the 
scooter was a thrilling and and enjoyable 

experience and I’d love to do it another 
time.”

Lime Scooters can be seen parked around 
large cities and are popular for a fast, fun way of 
transportation and sight- seeing.
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IMPACT
Boys and Girls Clubs 
influence children and 

teens alike through 
educational activities

Local Club Leaves

W

Math is made fun during a game 
at Mary H. Wright’s Boys and Girls 

Clubs. The clubs help children 
through various activities. 

PHOTO BY S. GEORGE



Heartbroken. That’s exactly how I 
felt when I read how Jefferson, a black 
man convicted of murders he didn’t 
commit, called himself a hog. The dis-
criminatory south and racial views of 
the 1940s shape him to believe this 
about himself, and it’s absolutely hor-
rible to read. 

Ernest J. Gaines’s novel “A Lesson 
Before Dying” captures a pre-civil war 
movement and exposes the south’s in-
humanity. Jefferson is completely inno-
cent of the crime, and the black people 
in town seek to heal his soul before he 
is sentenced to death. School teacher 
Grant Wiggins provides him with the 
power to realize his place in the world 
and the good soul inside of him before 
his death. 

Gaines expertly conveys multiple 
morals in his story. Firstly, he shows 
the way in which humans influence 
each other, even through small acts. 
Wiggins is a school teacher, but advis-
ing Jefferson becomes one of his great-
est challenges, as Jefferson is stub-
born and has ingrained the idea that 
he is unworthy into his brain. Wiggins 
believes his teachings don’t rub off on 
Jefferson, and his efforts are all a moot 
point. However, the letters from Jeffer-
son reveal his learning from Wiggins. 
Thus, it is clear that humans have great 
impacts on each other. 

Additionally, Gaines displays the im-
portance of dignity in a human being. 
If Jefferson is put to death believing he 
is scum, his soul will be scarred, and 
he will not die in peace, but rather, in 
a state of lack of love for himself. In 
growing through visits with Wiggins, he 
accepts himself and sees his goodness. 
Therefore, he dies with dignity and 
strength, which is important in keeping 
his soul alive.
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TopGolf Is More Than Golfing
BY GRACE TILL

A LESSON BEFORE 
DYING, FINDING DIGNITY 

IN DEATH

THE 
PAGE 

TURNER

“A Lesson Before Dying” features 
Jefferson, a man convicted of a crime 
he did not commit, and his life in 
prison before execution.

PHOTO COURTESY M. PYE

TopGolf brings in families and 
friends, offering food, music, 
and golf. There is something 
for everyone to do at this 
entertainment hub.

GEN Z IS OBSESSED WITH NEW APP WHERE 
USERS CREATE CONTENT AND GO VIRAL

TIKTOK TAKES OVER MEDIA

BY MARYLOVETT PYE

BY  ELLA GRACE BARRY

BEING IN THE SPOTLIGHT CAUSES 
CELEBRITIES TO HAVE TO REBUILD THEIR 

CAREERS AFTER STRUGGLING WITH 
DRUGS, ALCOHOL, ADDICTION

S

BUMPY ROAD 
TO SUCCESS

t seems that most every day an 
article appears detailing the 
fall of a celebrity from stardom 
to rehab. Constant exposure 
and publicity causes famous 

people to turn to drugs and alcohol after 
dealing with the pressure and demands 
of being in the spotlight. 

In some cases, they are never able 
to overcome the influence of drugs and 
alcohol so that they can function in the 

 I
ince the late 
18th century, 
golf has been a 
sport that is 
played by the 
wealthy, on 

courses that cost hundreds 
of dollars to play at. However, 
in  today’s mass consumer 
market, one company has 
changed all of the rules on 
how golf is played. TopGolf, 
founded near the home of golf 
in England, has made its way 
to the United States, changing 
the way that Americans think 
about this exclusive sport. 

At TopGolf, people can ex-
perience way more than golf. 
In addition to the hundreds of 
hitting bays, TopGolf has nu-
merous bars and eating areas 
for the people who aren’t avid 
golfers and are just looking to 
have a good time. These eating 
areas and bars have allowed 
TopGolf to tap into the non-

The social media app TikTok has 
become one of the most popular and 
rapidly spread social media apps on the 
planet. Users film videos of themselves 
dancing or lip-syncing and acting out 
comedy sketches. They can choose 
from a variety of songs and different 
audios or upload their own. Trends 
are common on the app, which creates 
more user involvement.

Elise Bryant (11), has had the app for 
almost a year and enjoys watching and 
recording videos. 

“Whenever I am bored or have noth-
ing to do, instead of checking Instagram 
or Snapchat, I find myself scrolling 
through the For You page on TikTok,” 
Bryant said. 

Success ratings on TikTok are impo-
rant to most people. When the video 
gets likes, comments, or shares, then 
the video is exposed to everyone who 
loves these kinds of topics. Because of 
this process, it is very easy to become 

golfing base of America. This 
lets all types of people enjoy 
their time at any of the nu-
merous locations, even if they 
don’t pick up a club.

 Ally Dunlavey (11), who’s 
not a big fan of the game, thor-

place full of entertainment. It’s 
a place to develop skills and 
spend time with family and 
friends. With each bay contain-
ing a high-top table, flat screen 
TV and a full-time server, Top-
Golf offers an entertainment-
filled experience. 

In a recent interview with 
golfdigest.com, accomplished 
golfer Tiger Woods said he 
found the experience at Top-
Golf to be good for the game by 
getting people together.

“This is a new way for in-
dividuals to experience the 
game of golf. It’s about bringing 
people together,” Woods said.  

When hitting GPS infused 
balls out into the 205-yard-
long driving range, there are 
a series of nine targets, each 
giving higher point totals as 
the distance increases. There 
are 11 different games that you 
can play with these tracker 
balls, each having a different 

Exposure to the 
entertainment 
industry resulted 
in Britney Spears 
going down a dark 
and dangerous 
path. The pres-
sure to be the best 
caused her to turn 
to bad choices that 
had consquences 
on her physical and 
mental health.

SHE FOUGHT VIOLENCE 
AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
AND OVERCAME IT, 
PROVING THAT SHE WAS 
STRONGER. I BELIEVE THAT 
WE ARE ALL STRONGER 
THAN WE THINK.

–Liza Chapman, 12

Popular actress Drew 
Barrymore was intro-
duced to the world of 
drugs and alcohol at 
a young age. This 
greatly impacted 
her future caus-
ing hardships 
that she had to 
overcome to 
be the per-
son she is 
today.

Everyone recognizes the 
little boy from “Home Alone,” 
but what they don’t see is 
the struggles that he had 
with drugs and addiction. 
He dropped out of the spot-
light to recover and improve 

his health.

entertainment industry. The stories of 
those who have overcome their prob-
lems and regained their place in society 

are inspirational. 
Drew Barrymore is 

an example of an ac-
tress who turned her 
life around. When she 
starred in the movie 
“E.T.” at the age of 
seven, she was in-
stantly popular. This 
popularity led to her 
smoking her first ciga-

rette when she was only nine years old. 
By 13, she was using cocaine on a daily 
basis. At 14, a suicide attempt forced her 
to enter a rehabilitation facility. After 
hard work and determination, Drew re-
gained her health and is now not only a 
respected actress but also a happy wife 
and mother. 

Liza Chapman (12) feels inspired 
by Drew Barrymore. 

“One of the most talented ac-
tresses to me, Drew Barrymore, has 
shown me how things can always 
get better,” Chapman said. “She 
fought violence and substance 
abuse and overcame it, proving 
that she was stronger. I believe that 
we are all stronger than we think.”

Another young star who 
struggled with fame is Macaulay 
Culkin. Most everybody remem-
bers his role in the well-known 
movie “Home Alone.” As an eight-
year-old boy he became one of 
the most sought-after child actors. 
His fame led to his association with 
a bad crowd and dependence on 
drugs and alcohol. 

For several years, he was completely 
out of the entertainment spotlight. Af-
ter numerous years of treatment and 

recovery, he has been able to work as 
a musician with his band and has re-
gained his healthy appearance. 

Another childhood star who suffered 
because of her fame and exposure to the 
e n t e r - tainment industry  
 is   Britney Spears.  
 She started as a  
 Disney Channel 

child prodigy. Her 
success led to 

dangerous be-
havior and 
financial irre-
sponsibility.

According 
to “11 
C e l e b r i t i e s 

Who Have 
Turned Their 
Lives Around” 
from factsverse.

com, in the 
early 2000s, 
B r i t n e y 
c o u l d n ’ t 
h a n d l e 
being in the 
s p o t l i g h t 
any longer. 
The constant 
p r e s s u r e 
that goes 
with being 
a superstar 

CHILDREN WHO BECOME 
FAMOUS AT A VERY 
VULNERABLE AGE 
FACE TEMPTATIONS 
THAT MOST NEVER 
ENCOUNTER. THESE 
THREE CELEBRITIES ARE 
EXAMPLES OF STARS WHO 
HAVE OVERCOME BAD 
CHOICES AND BECOME 
RESPECTABLE ADULTS. 

at such a young age led her to have a 
psychiatric breakdown.

At one point, she went to such dras-
tic measures as to shave her head. With 
her family’s intervention, she was able 
to overcome the influences around her. 
Today she has reestablished herself as 
a reputable actress and a responsible 
mother to her two sons. 

Ryan Phipps (11) finds Britney 
Spears’ journey very interesting.

“Britney Spears shaved her head 
and to renew herself she started work-
ing out,” Phipps said. “Her journey to 
success is very inspiring and encour-
ages me to stay on the right track 
throughout life.”

Children who become famous at a 
very vulnerable age face temptations 
that most never encounter. These three 
celebrities are examples of stars who 
have overcome bad choices and be-
come respectable adults.

Tik-Tok users post creative videos in 
hopes that they will go viral. Rushil Patel 
(12) achieved this title when he posted his 
fifth post on the app.

popular on the app. 
The key algorithm of TikTok involves 

processing the user’s interests accord-
ing to the user’s operation habits and 
browsing history. 

Rushil Patel (12), began creating and 
posting videos on the app two weeks 
ago, and has already gained 2,507 follow-
ers, 167,400 likes, and 1.5 million views 
on one of his videos that went viral.

“Having 1.5 million views on my post 
was shocking and I wasn’t expecting my 
video to blow up,” Patel said. 

The app is not only common among 
young people, as adults and senior citi-
zens participate on the app as well. 

Psychology teacher, Allison Little 
likes to browse the app during her free 
time and has even participated in a few 
videos with her students. 

“Tik Tok fascinates me. In a world that 
so desperately misses vines, we live in 
an everchanging technological world,” 
Little said. “Tik Tok provides a sense of 

nostalgia whilst allowing us to show off 
our dance moves and or thoughts about 
the world.”

NEW ATTRACTION PROVIDES ACTIVITIES THAT INTEREST EVERYONE, 
SUCH AS COMPETITIVE GAMES AND FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICES

BY JACKSON EDWARDS

task to gain the highest num-
ber of point totals. One of the 
most played games at Top-
Golf is TopPressure. The goal 
of this game is to see who 
can hit it all nine sections of 
the close yellow target and 
the person that can hit it in 
the most sections, wins. 

During a recent trip to 
TopGolf, Hayden Green (11) 
found this game mode to be 
the most intriguing of all of 
the modes.  

“I liked TopPressure the 
most because of the difficulty 
of trying to hit in all nine sec-
tions of the yellow target,” 
Green said.

PHOTO COURTESY ATLANTAPARENT.COM
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I LIKED HOW I 
COULD STILL HAVE 
FUN EVEN THOUGH 
I DON’T LIKE GOLF 
AND DON’T PLAY 
IT REGULARLY.

–Ally Dunlavey, 11

oughly enjoyed her time at 
TopGolf.  

“I liked how I could still 
have fun even though I don’t 
like golf and don’t play it regu-
larly,” Dunlavey said.

For avid golfers, TopGolf is a 

PHOTO BY G. TILL
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According to an article by Damon Packwood on qz.com, 46% of 
video gamers are female, and several studies indicate that African 
Americans, Latinx, and Asians are more active in the gaming com-
munity than white people. However, these diverse demograph-
ics have not been sufficiently reflected in video games. The first 
comprehensive study of video game characters concluded that 
80% of the characters were white and male, only 10% of playable 
characters were female, and less than 3% were Latino. The number 
of black characters was not lacking, but most were stereotypical 
portrayals of gangsters or athletes. 

Underrepresentation in video games (specifically the lack of 
playable female characters and often over-sexualized, unrealistic 
depictions of them) is a reflection of the underrepresentation in the 
game-making industry. Only 27.8% of developers identify as female, 
transgender, or another gender.

Players are empowered and feel a greater connection to the 
game when they can play with a character or avatar that looks 
like them. It is isolating for players with different abilities or back-
grounds when they do not see characters that represent them. A 
more inclusive approach to video game character development 
has led companies such as X-Box to begin to ensure that all players 
are represented.

In the guardian.com’s “Why diversity matters in the modern 
video games industry,” Katie Stone Perez, the senior program man-
ager of Microsoft’s ID@Xbox program, described the company’s 
new feature called co-pilot. The setting allows console owners to 
map a game’s controls on two separate joypads, so two people 
have access at the same time.

“‘Co-pilot is one of the things I’m most proud of at Xbox,’ says 
Perez. ‘You can use it to help people with disabilities, or people 

who are just less experienced at games.’”
In 2018, Microsoft developed a new sys-

tem to make the avatars more represen-
tative. Its goal was to showcase gamers’ 
different body types, disabilities, and gen-
ders. It allows gamers to customize skin 
and hair color, fingernails, limbs, moods, 
and clothing. Now, there are even gender-
neutral clothing options available and cus-
tomizable props such as wheelchairs. 

Anthony Idrovo (11) remembers play-
ing games when he was younger that al-
lowed him to create his own avatar and the 
impact it had on him.

“Being able to create an avatar that looks 
like you is important because you feel more 
connected to the story of the game,” Idrovo said. “…in the past, I 
[created] my own character, and it was a nice escape from reality. 
You feel more important to the story.”

The trend towards inclusive characters in video games is coin-
ciding with mounting data that there is no evidence linking violence 
in video games to violent behavior. There are now games that pro-
vide self-care and encourage critical thinking. Celeste tackles men-
tal health issues such as anxiety and depression. Papers, Please is 
a puzzle simulation video game in which the player takes on the 
role of a border-crossing immigration officer in a fictional dystopian 
country. Moral dilemmas often occur, which help teach players 
empathy. The game has received extremely positive reviews and 
has earned awards.

Jess Herzog is the Director of Adult Services for the Spartanburg 

County Public Library, and she is responsible for adult program-
ming and connecting patrons with library materials that interest 
them, including video games.

 “Some of the best games that represent our diversity are role 
playing games like ‘Fallout 4’ and ‘Skyrim’ and even ‘Minecraft,’ 
where you can set your character to look like anyone you want,” 
Herzog said. “The greatest opportunity for diversity in gaming is 
when we can simply pick who we play to be whoever we want 
them to be.”

The library has games rated E through M, and patrons can 
check out one video game at a time for 28 days. 

“We purchase as many games with diverse representation as 
we can get our hands on, but the gaming industry still has a lot of 
work to do…” Herzog said.

MOVE

video gamesvideo games START GAME
§

§ §

diversity in the 
video game industry

The video game industry is becoming more 
inclusive but still has a long way to go

Increasing representation is the goal of the avatar system that Microsoft released in 2018. 
It includes customizable features for gamers of all different body types, races, ability level, and 

sexual identity.

PHOTO COURTESY 2WARPSTONEPTUNE.COM

BY CLARA MAULTSBY

e v o l u t i o n  o f  v i d e o  g a m e s
NEW TECHNOLOGY THROUGH THE DECADES

Nearly two thirds of American homes have household mem-
bers who play video games regularly. Today, video games make 
up a 100-billion-dollar global industry. This is because video 
games offer a wide variety of platforms, from arcades to home 
consoles such as X-box and Wii, to hand-held mobile devices.

“Video Game History” on history.com uses a timeline to il-
lustrate the development of video games. In 1962, “Spacewar,” 
a space combat game was created, and it became the first to be 
played on multiple computer installations.

In 1971, “Computer Space”, the world’s first video game ar-
cade machine was invented. The coin-operated game was not 
the biggest success, but it did inspire a chain of other arcade 
games. This trend created a space where teens and kids could 
hang out and play competitive electronic games.

Economics and Government teacher Gary Purinton played 
arcade games in 1977.

“I played Missile Command, PacMan, Space Invaders, etc,” 
Purinton said. “We didn’t have a pure arcade per se, but there 
was a music shop that sold records that had the games in the 
back of the store.”

In 1983, the video game industry experienced a major 
“crash” due to a surplus of over-hyped, low-quality games 
combined with competition from computer gaming. This 
resulted in bankruptcy of several companies causing 
major set-backs in the industry. After improving quality 
and creating new games such as “Super Mario Bros” 
and “Metroid,” companies made video games even more 

popular than they were before the crash.
Now, there are thousands of video games out there with 

different console options to choose from. New games come out 
every day and the industry keeps coming up with ways to keep 
teenagers hooked.

Jackson Griffith (9) is a regular gamer and enjoys all the 
modern games that have been added to the video game world 
in his lifetime.

“One of my favorites is Minecraft because you can really do 
anything on it,” Griffith said. “I play mostly on my PC and I play 
pretty often.”

BY LIZA BOYD

During the 1970s, arcades were popular spaces for teens to spend time 
in. Some of the highest-grossing games were Space Invaders, 

Asteroids, and Ms. Pac-Man.

PHOTO COURTESY 2WARPSTONEPTUNE.COM
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While controversial, video gaming has many 
advantages that outweigh its disadvantages

BY JACKSON EDWARDS

In this ever-growing technological world, most 
people have some sort of technology available to 
them. Whether it be a phone, laptop or tablet, these 
items are used daily and are sometimes used to the 
point of addiction. One of the biggest examples of this 
phenomenon is video games. Like most of the techno-
logical addictions, video game addictions can be seen 
predominantly in teenagers. In spite of these addic-
tions and the obvious disadvantages, video games do 
have their advantages for teenagers. 

One of the most influential advantages of video 
games in everyday life is that it helps improve one’s 
hand-eye coordination as well as help train the brain 
to make quick decisions needed in life. 

In a recent interview from psychologytoday.com, 
Peter Gray, a research professor at Boston University, 
discussed the positives that can come out of playing 
video games. 

“A number of researchers have reported that 
experience with action video games improves 

people’s abilities to switch rapidly and without 
error between tasks that have conflicting de-
mands,” Gray said. 

One of the most rewarding advantages of playing 
video games is the fact that it can help relieve stress 
and anxiety. Many people find that when they play 
video games for a period of time, they feel more re-
laxed and at ease after they have finished. 

Evan Davis (11) has found this advantage the one 
that keeps him playing video games.

“I have found that video games have allowed me to 
relieve some of the stress from my normal school life. 
It allows me to experience things that I would other-
wise not experience,” Davis said. 

One of the most polarizing accusations towards 
video games is that they have become too violent and 
have glorified the art of killing. These characteristics 
have been claimed to have led to an increase in gun 
violence and have been labeled influential in many of 
the mass shootings in America. But recent research 

by the Entertainment Software Association showed 
that this might not be the case. 

In a recent statement put out by the group, they 
claimed that video games aren’t a direct influencer in 
these mass shootings. 

“More than 165 million Americans enjoy video 
games, and billions of people play video games 
worldwide,” the association said. “Yet other societ-
ies, where video games are played as avidly, do not 
contend with the tragic levels of violence that occur 
in the U.S.” 

Though there are numerous advantages to video 
games, there are also some glaring disadvantages to 
video games. One of the most polarizing disadvan-
tages to video games is the damage that it does to the 
brain.  Just recently, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) deemed “Gaming Disorder” an official medi-
cal condition.

Tarik Jasarevic, a spokesperson for the WHO, 
said that this condition has lasting effects on the 

behavior of children.
“Some people show a pattern of gaming be-

havior characterized by impaired control, prior-
itizing gaming over other daily responsibilities, 
including attending school or work and keeping 
social appointments," Jasarevic said.

According to a 2019 study, Tetris has been proven 
to relieve stress, and even help people with post-
traumatic stress disorder to alleviate involuntarily 

recurring visual memories of traumatic experiences.

PHOTO COURTESY THEBUMP.COM
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ups and downs of gaming



mom is also hap-
py she doesn’t 
have to drive 
to the grocery 
store. She can 
order food and 
detergent with 
the click of a but-
ton,” Brice said. 

Loop offers 
about 300 items 
from Häagen-
Dazs to Dove. 
The brand bills 
itself as a circular 
online shopping 
platform, which 
means it is a 
website where users subscribe 
to their favorite products which 
are shipped to the shoppers in 
reusable totes.

After using the products, cus-
tomers put the empty containers 
in a Loop tote on their door-
step. The containers are then 
picked up by a delivery service, 

and featured Ross 
painting a landscape. 
Ross was known for 
his soothing instruc-
tions as well as his 
big hair. He instruct-
ed viewers on how 
to paint landscapes, 
then bolstered their 
confidence by re-
minding them they 
can paint the same 
thing. He sprinkled 
philosophical ideas 
throughout his pro-
gram. 

Candace Evans 
(10) does art and 
learned about Bob 
Ross through her 
mom and aunt, art-
ists who watched 
him growing up.

“Learning new 
techniques from 
him made me get 
creative and make 
some of my best 
art. Bob Ross can 
teach different 
techniques to kids, 
teens, and adults, 
and of course 
offers some great 
inspiring quotes,” 
Evans said.
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sought-after meat of the fruit.  This 
portion is used in simple coconut 
flakes and in beauty products with a 
coconut oil base.  Beyond the meat, 
or endosperm, is a hollow capsule 
filled with a liquid. This nutritious 
drink contains an abundance of natu-
ral sugars and electrolytes.  

Coconut meat is high in fat and 
lower in carbohydrates and protein.  
One cup of shredded coconut meat 
is 283 calories and is a rich source 
of manganese and copper. Coconut 
also contains a healthy amount of in-
soluble fiber that improves digestion 
and aids bowel health.  

Due to the high fat content, a pop-
ular byproduct of coconut is coconut 
oil, which has culinary and topical 
uses.  Coconut oil can often replace 
butter in certain pastry recipes for 
people who avoid dairy products.  

The fat from coconut is saturated 
as opposed to unsaturated, and mul-
tiple scientific studies have shown 
how diets high in saturated fat can 
contribute to heart disease.  

BY ZACK STREHL

GOING COO-COO 
FOR COCONUTS

SOURCES 
OF 

SUSTENANCE

Coconut oil provides a multitude 
of purposes, from smoothing 
damaged hair to preparing cuisine. 

PHOTO BY Z. STREHL

On a remote island near the 
Earth’s equator, a person is nestled 
in the sand against a coconut tree as 
they watch wave after wave roll over 
themselves. Suddenly something 
knocks them in the head with painful 
force.  The sky isn’t falling, but none 
other than a coconut fell from its 
tree, conveying to the environment 
that the time has come for the tropi-
cal fruit to be cracked open and used 
in a multitude of ways.

The origins of coconuts are not 
certain, but they are believed to have 
originated in Southeast Asia around 
the Philippines, Malaysia, and In-
donesia. Today, however, coconut 
is grown in tropical regions of the 
world to meet the demands of the 
enormous industry.  

Coconuts consist of a hard and fi-
brous outer coating that encases the 

Finding Value 
in Garbage

n an often 
u n c e r -
tain and 
confusing 
w o r l d , 
p e o p l e 

look for stability, 
clarity, and calm in 
media. Some find 
it in educational 
shows on PBS, such 
as “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood” and 
Bob Ross’ “The Joy 
of Painting.”

Every day, Fred 
Rogers replaced 
his suit jacket with 
a zip-up sweater, 
then switched his 
leather shoes for 
tennis shoes while 
asking children 
around the nation, 
“Won’t you be my 
neighbor?” The 
m i l d - m a n n e r e d 
man from PBS was 
the founder of Pitts-
burgh’s WQED, the 
first community-
supported educa-
tional television sta-
tion in the nation. 

THE MAGIC OF 
FEEL-GOOD TV

I
our billion pounds. That 
is the amount of trash that 
enters the world’s oceans 
every year only to harm 
marine life and disrupt 
ecosystem in the sea.  As 
global population and de-

velopment continue to rise, the amount of 
garbage that is produced across the world 
also increases. By 2050 it is estimated 
that the mass of trash in the ocean will be 

F
TRASH BECOMES ARTISTIC MATERIAL IN AN EFFORT TO BE 

MORE ENVIRONMENTALLY CONSCIOUS

greater than the mass of fish unless aware-
ness increases and solutions are thought 
of quickly.  However, the media in the 
United States is quick to blame trash and 
waste management within the borders, al-
though a majority of the problem resides 
in foreign countries such as China and 
its surrounding countries like Indonesia, 
Philippines, and Vietnam.

As a way to spread awareness and con-
cern for the trash in the oceans, artists from 

Plastics are expected to out-
weigh fish in the ocean by 2050. 
Marine life is choking on the 
debris. Large amounts of plastic 
have piled in landfills emitting 
greenhouse gasses and contrib-
uting to global warming. A new 
shopping app called Loop wants 
to save the world from single-use 
plastics that are contributing to 
these detrimental factors. 

Loop is a global shopping 
platform designed to eliminate 
waste. They seek to transform 
the products and packaging of 
everyday items from single-use 
to durable, multi-use designs 
packed with features.

Sutherland Brice’s (11) mom 
has a Loop account and orders 
grocery products to her home. 

“My mom loves the app 
because she feels like she is 
helping the environment. We 
live out in the country so my 

BY MARYLOVETT PYE

LOOP INTRODUCES 
NEW PACKAGING

ECO-FRIENDLY ONLINE SHOPPING OFFERS MANY PRODUCTS INCLUDING ICE CREAM, CLEANING SUPPLIES

Older TV shows 
find new home with 
younger audiences.

ALLOWING ANIMALS IN THE WORKPLACE

BY ZACK STREHL

“Mister Rogers’ 
N e i g h b o r h o o d ” 
made history be-
cause it handled 
tough topics such 
as divorce, Robert 
Kennedy’s assas-
sination, and the 
terrorist attacks on 
Sept. 11, 2001. Rog-
ers helped young 
viewers be ready 
when something 
new was happening 
by openly talking 
about experiences 
at the doctor’s of-
fice, the dentist’s 
chair, and in the 
classroom. 

Part of Rogers’ 
allure is honesty 
with viewers, es-
pecially when he 
learned a new skill. 
Rogers learned Chi-
nese calligraphy, 
juggling, and break-
dancing on screen, 
which showed 
children that learn-
ing something new 
takes hard work 
and persistence, 

This year marks the 21st celebration 
of national take your dog to work day. 
While this is a unique day for many 
businesses, some companies allow 
employees to bring their dogs to work 
every day. One of the largest pet popu-
lations is at Amazon’s headquarters in 
Seattle, Washington. 

On June 21, Amazon announced that 
7,000 dogs were registered to come to 
work with their owners. Of course this 
was a special day when people can 
bring pets to work, but Amazon work-
ers are allowed to have pets every day. 
More than 800 dogs come to work daily.

The author of “7,000 dogs visit Ama-
zon for National Take Your Dog to Work 
Day—but it’s just another day at the of-
fice” from cnbc.com reported that they 
even keep a record of  the most popular 
breeds and names. 

“The most popular dog breeds are 
French Bulldog, Chihuahua and the 
Goldendoodle, and Charlie, Lucy, Bella, 
Luna, and Bailey are the most common 
names,” the Amazon spokesperson said. 

Amazon has provided a special “park” 

FURRY FRIENDS RECEIVE A WARM INVITATION, AMAZON SUPPORTS PETS IN THE OFFICE
for the animals’ comfort. These facilities 
include a fake fire hydrant, poop bag sta-
tions, dog relief areas, and dog-friendly 
water fountains. Reception desks in ev-
ery building provide dog treats. 

People feel less stressed when they 
have their pet companions. Dogs make 
some people smile and help to create an 
instant connection with other people. 

Special Education teacher Sina Guffey 

supports the importance of the relation-
ship between dogs and their owners.

“I’m a dog person, so I’m all for bring-
ing your dog to work,” Guffey said. “…
dogs make people feel loved, they re-
duce anxiety, and can instantly put you 
in a good mood! I am certain all of my 
coworkers and students would love to 
have Sophie around daily.” 

Another popular trend is for dog own-
ers to bring their pets to college cam-
puses to socialize with learners. Local-
ly, the Wellness Center brought therapy 
dogs to Wofford College to interact with 
learners during midterms. This provid-
ed a comforting experience for pupils to 
relax and relieve the pressure of exams. 

Dogs may provide a healthier and 
more emotionally supportive remedy 
for anxiety than drugs and alcohol. 
Many people who leave pets at home 
and go away to college find it effective 
to interact with “campus dogs.”

BY SHARON GEORGE

BY ELLA GRACE BARRY

Celebrating National Take Your Dog to 
Work day, employees goof around with 
Milo at the Rover headquarters.

PHOTO COURTESY ROVER.COM

Scrumptious Haagen-Dazs 
ice cream is encased in a 

sustainable canister from Loop.  
The product is available for 

$6.95 on the Loop website. 
The company picks up and 
cleans the trash when the 

customer is through.  

PHOTO COURTESY LOOP.COM

across the globe repurpose plastic garbage 
to make art that is visually captivating.  Often 
times the sculptures and pieces constructed 
from the trash are large in size to display just 
how much trash occupies the ocean waters.  

Rob Wilder, Chemistry and AP 
Environmental Science teacher, is a huge 
supporter of environmental awareness.

“The first step in setting out to solve a 
problem is the recognition that there is a 
problem,” Wilder said. “Maybe these art 
pieces will help educate people that this 
problem does exist.”

Water bottles, styrofoam, plastic bags, 
and fishing gear are just a few examples of 
what artists often use to put together a work 
of art.

Kirkland Smith from Mt. Pleasant, 
South Carolina has been making art from 
trash for several years.  She has had local 
exhibits displaying mostly faces made 
out of garbage.  Her ultimate mission is 
to spread awareness of trash production 
and management.

“What we throw away says a lot about 
who we are, but what we choose to cherish 
and protect says even more,” Smith said. 

In 2010, enthusiast Angela Pozzi found-
ed a community art project called Washed 
Ashore to educate people of the problem 
of ocean plastic pollution.  Currently at the 
Smithsonian’s National Zoo, there is an 
exhibit featuring a variety of marine ani-
mals, all made from trash collected from 
the ocean.   

Local artist Kirkland Smith makes 
use of waste to produce art. Her 
trash tree is composed of thrown 
away household objects like scissors.

Trash

PHOTOS COURTESY PINTEREST.COM, BLOGSPOT.
COM, SCRIBOL.COM

even when there 
are mistakes.

Rogers tackled 
race relations, ap-
pearing on screen 
with Francois Clem-
mons, an African-
American actor 
who played a po-
lice officer. Clem-

mons was the first 
African- American 
to have a recurring 
role in a TV series, 
according to NPR’s 
“Walking The Beat 
in Mister Rogers’ 
N e i g h b o r h o o d , 
Where a New Day 
Began Together.” 

According to 
the article, a scene 
that impacted him 
was when Rogers 
invited Clemmons 
to sit with him and 
put his feet in a 
small pool.

“‘The icon Fred 
Rogers not only 
was showing my 
brown skin in the 
tub with his white 
skin as two friends, 
but as I was get-
ting out of that tub, 
he was helping 
me dry my feet,’” 
Clemmons said.

Rogers’ mes-
sages are being 
brought to the big 
screen in “A Beau-
tiful Day in the 
Neighborhood,” a 
movie starring Tom 
Hanks as Rogers re-
leased on Nov. 22. 

Another PBS 
star is Air Force ser-
geant Bob Ross, who 
taught life lessons 
and painting skills on 
his show “The Joy of 
Painting.” The show 
ran from 1983-1984 

ART

Van Gogh’s Twelve 
Sunflowers

An Abstract Albert

Dumpster Doggo

PHOTO COURTESY SC.EDU Artistic inspiration from Bob Ross 
is the primary focus of many forms of 

merchandise. Ross was known for his kind 
spirit and calming nature.

PHOTO BY S. GEORGE

cleaned, refilled, and shipped to 
customers again. 

Sally Kennedy (12) is an avid 
clean earth advocate and is 
excited by the concept of Loop. 

“Loop is like a 21st century 
milkman, they deliver full pack-
ages and later pick them up to be 
reused,” Kennedy said.



tivated people,” McAllister said. “When 
we performed at the Gaffney competi-
tion, the crowd went absolutely nuts. 
That was an incredible moment.”

articipants of the medical courses of-
fered at the Daniel Morgan Technology 
Center leave high school better prepared 
for a career in the medical field. Through 
the various health science classes of-
fered at the Daniel Morgan Technology 
Center, participants of the courses can 

earn certifications in Nurse-Aide competency evaluation, 
CPR/First Aide/AED, OSHA 10, and feeding assistance.

Participants of the sports medicine pathway cours-
es can further their educations in sports medicine by 
learning about the components of exercise science, 
anatomy, first aid, and specific injuries caused by 
sports and their signs. This gives participants a better 
understanding of prevention and treatment of sports 
injuries that could be helpful when venturing into a 
career of sports training. 

Medical terminology helps participants learn the lan-
guage of medicine that would be useful in a medical ca-
reer path. Participants learn the prefixes, suffixes, and 
roots of medical terms and their relation to structure 
and function, diagnosis, and clinical procedures.

The clinical studies course enables participants of 
the class to gain immediate employment as a certified 
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BY SARAH MCMEEKIN

BY FLORENCE COPE

TEAM SUCESSFULLY COMPETES IN THE 4A UPPER 
STATE COMPETITION, OBTAINS HIGHEST PLACE YET

DANIEL MORGAN TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
OFFERS ASPIRING NURSES SEVERAL 
OPPORTUNITIES TO EARN DEGREES 

Program Provides Real World

Marching to State

Inspired by the ancient legends of 
Beowulf, the marching band performs 
their new halftime show Norse Legends, 
complete with monsters and dragons.
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Learning CPR techniques, Terrance Mills (12) and 
Theresa Lo (12) prepare for a future career in medi-

cine. With the DMTC program, participants can enter a 
career directly after high school.

Finding motivation from the 
audience’s energy, the musicians 

give their all on the field. They 
credit their success to long intense 

practices during the hot summer 
days and after school.

PHOTO BY J. JACKSON

The Viking Band has had quite 
the 2019 season. The marching band 
traveled to Gaffney High School on Oct. 
19 to compete in the 4A Upper State 
Competition. The band placed fourth, 
which is the highest that the Vikings 
have ever placed. They then traveled to 
Spring Valley High School in Columbia 
to compete in the state competition, 
placing 12th overall. This is the second 

consecutive year that the band has gone 
to the 4A state competition, emphasizing 
their high achievements in recent years.

worked really hard and it all paid off.”
The band was excited and proud 

to present a new halftime show at the 
high school football games. The show 
was titled “Norse Legend” and took 
inspiration from the ancient stories of 
Beowulf, a legendary hero who fights 
monsters and dragons. 

Band Director and teacher John 
McAllister is proud of the overall pro-
duction of the show after seeing the ef-
fort that the musicians have put in.

“The music, props, and visual aspects 
all turned out really well, but the best 
part was the students,“ McAllister said.

In competition, the band placed third 
at the Boiling Springs Festival of Bands 
and second at both the Byrnes Tourna-
ment of Champions and Gaffney Tour-
nament of Bands. This success comes 
from lots of commitment and dedicated 
practice, even in October’s 90-degree 
weather.

McAllister is very proud of the way 
the band captured the audience’s atten-
tion and had motivation and energy.

“My favorite part of the season was 
watching audiences watch  the students 
perform. That sounds silly, but they cap-

nursing assistant upon graduation. With this certifi-
cation, graduates would work under the supervision 
of the nurse, assisting the nurse in delivering medi-
cal care to patients. The class helps participants learn 
about the skills and qualities needed earn a certified 
nursing assistant certification. 

THE CLASS OFFERS MORE REAL 
WORLD EXPERIENCE RATHER THAN 
A TRADITIONAL  CLASSROOM 
LEARNING EXPERIENCE.

– Theresa Lo, 12

Da’yonis Mayes (12) participates in the health sci-
ence course offered at the Daniel Morgan Technology 
Center to prepare for a future career in medicine.  

“This class will prepare me for a career in medi-
cine because it teaches me the basics of becoming a 
nurse. In this class I am taught the different things to 
do when something happens, what to do to prevent 
things from happening and how to take care of pa-

tients in your career specifically,” said Mayes. 
Courses offered at the Daniel Morgan Technology 

Center are available to everyone interested in expand-
ing their knowledge of health science in preparation 
for a career in the medical field. Courses can be a se-
mester or year long and count as dual credit. 

Participants of the medical classes learn real world 
scenarios and information they will need after gradu-
ating. Learning the basic signs and symptoms of dis-
eases and injuries will be useful when helping nurses 
give care to patients. 

Theresa Lo (12) says the classes prepare her for a 
future career by learning information she can use as a 
certified nursing assistant. 

“This class offers me more real world experience rath-
er than a traditional classroom learning experience, help-
ing to prepare me for the work field,” said Lo.

WHEN WE PERFORMED 
AT THE GAFFNEY 
COMPETITION, THE CROWD 
WENT ABSOLUTELY NUTS. 
THAT WAS AN INCREDIBLE 
MOMENT.

–Band Director John McAllister 

Tristan Godfrey (11) is a drum major in 
the band and is proud of their progress. 

“I am just really happy with how the 
season went overall,” Godfrey said. “We’ve 

the 100 breast. 
Sophie Kanee (11) swims year round 

as well as participating on the high 
school swim team. Kanee thoroughly 
enjoys the sport and loves seeing her 
teammates do well. 

“High school swimming is always so 
much fun. It’s always so great to see everyone 
come together and swim fast and have a 
good time,” Kanee said. “I’ve met some of 
my best friends through swimming.”

In addition to the girls’ results, the boys 
team tied for 23rd in the state. 

Jacob Price (11), Thomas Ashby (12), 
Fernando Valladolid (12), and John Kurkis  
(10) swam the 200 free relay together. 

Individually, Price competed  in the 
100 free and 100 back and Ashby swam 
the 50 free and 100 free.

Both the coach and the swimmers 
emphasized the energy and companion-
ship created in swim teams. 

The discipline and long hours of 
practice require dedication from both 
the swimmers and the coaches. In many 
cases, swimming is a yearlong commit-
ment to participate in the State Meet. Ev-
ery swimmer has to put the work in to 
be a successful team. 

Head Swim Coach Johnna Edwards 
agrees that seeing the team’s hard work 
pay off is a very special experience. 

“Our athletes have been consistently 
improving and getting stronger, but they 
have also grown closer together and 
have constantly supported each other, 
and that has been really wonderful to 
see,” Edwards said. 

SCOREBOARD
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Riverside.......................... 62-7 (W)
Gaffney ............................14-63 (L)

VARSITY FOOTBALL

Mauldin ..........................48-20 (W)
Gaffney ........................... 14-13(W)

JV FOOTBALL

Mauldin .............................19-22(L)
Gaffney .............................14-50(L)

FRESHMAN FOOTBALL

Lakelands.........................1st of 16
Wendy’s.........................10th of 38
Coaches Classic . ........... 6th of 37
Starlight ............................1st of 11
Spartanburg County ........2nd of 8
Region II 5A ....................2nd of 11
Upper State Qualifier ..... 3rd of 15
State ................................ 4th of 20

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

My favorite memory is our team dinner 
at Lilly Phillips’ house where we all 

played Uno. There was great food and it 
was very entertaining.

SENIOR MEMORY

– AMYRIA MOORE
VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL

T

SWIM TEAM PLACES AT STATE
Girls finish second with teammates swimming multiple events, boys finish 23rd

Celebrating their second place finish, 
Anna Buchert, Annika McEnroe, Sophie 
Kannee, Kirsti McEnroe, Teagan McEnroe, 
and Caroline Byers pose with the trophy 
after the state swim meet. Each girl also 
contributed to a relay win.

BY  ELLA GRACE BARRY

Northwestern .....................6-0 (W)
JL Mann .............................. 3-4 (L)

VARSITY GIRLS TENNIS

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
Lakelands........................ 3rd of 17
Wendy’s.........................25th of 36
Coaches Classic  ............3rd of 59
Starlight ............................4th of 11
Spartanburg County ..... 2nd of 10
Region II 5A ...................... 4th of 7
Upper State Qualifier ..... 7th of 14
State .............................. 13th of 20

Girls Cross Country placed 13th of 
20 at the 5A State Competition. Lead-
ing the team was Dorothy Salley (8), 
followed by Rookhie Sullivan (9).

PHOTO  COURTESY E. NAYLOR

he Viking boys’ and girls’ 
swim team qualified to 
compete in the State Meet 
at the University of South 
Carolina auditorium on 
Monday, Oct. 21. The 

girls’team finished second with only 
six girls earning points. The boys’ 
team finished 23rd in the competition. 
Riverside High School claimed the first 
place prize by six points.

Sarah Purinton (12) commented on 
the memorable experience. 

“State was awesome. The energy 
going into the meet was so fun, and all 
the girls performed so well,” Purinton 
said. “To top it all off, the girls brought 

home the state runner up trophy, and I 
could not be prouder of the team.”

The 200 medley relay team won First 
Place and included Annika McEnroe 
(11), Kirsti McEnroe (10), Sophie Kanee 
(11), and Caroline Byers (7).

The 400 free relay team also finished  
in First Place, including A. McEnroe, K. 
McEnroe, Anna Buchert (9), and Teagan 
McEnroe (7).

The 200 free relay team placed fifth, 
with contributions from A. McEnroe, 
Kanee, Buchert, and T. McEnroe.

In addition to the high finishes from 
the relay teams, the girls placed in 
individual events.

A. McEnroe won First Place in both 

the 100 fly and 100 back.
K. McEnroe won the 200 free 

championship and placed second in the 
100 free.

Kanee finished fourth in the 100 back 

and ninth in 100 fly.
Buchert scored seventh in both the 

200 free and 500 free. 
T. McEnroe finished ninth in the 200 

free and 100 free. Byers placed top 10 in 

OUR ATHLETES HAVE 
BEEN CONSISTENTLY 
IMPROVING AND GETTING 
STRONGER... AND HAVE 
CONSTANTLY SUPPORTED 
EACH OTHER, AND THAT 
HAS BEEN REALLY 
WONDERFUL TO SEE.

– Head Swim Coach Johanna Edwards

Boys Cross Country placed fourth 
out of 20 teams at the 5A State 
Competition. Individually, Mac Salley 
(10) placed sixth and John Bolinger 
(10) placed 15th, both receiving All 
State titles.

PHOTO  COURTESY E. NAYLOR

With support from his teammates, 
Ryan Foltz (12) signs with 
Presbyterian College to futher his 
baseball career as a pitcher.

PHOTO  COURTESY R. FOLTZ

PHOTO  COURTESY J. EDWARDS

– See related story in the Oct. 4, 2019 issue of Norse News about the 
McEnroe sisters’ national competitions and quest for Olympic trials. 



Whenever martial arts is mentioned, 
most people immediately think of the 
intricate footwork and powerful punches 
of Hollywood fight scenes. However, these 
skills aren’t as far-fetched as one may 
think. In fact, there are many places here 
in Spartanburg where a variety of different 
martial arts are taught.

One of the most commonly taught 
martial arts in the United States is 
American Karate. Karate was originally 
developed from a style of Kung Fu, though 
most American martial arts schools teach 
a combination of karate, kickboxing, and 
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Basketball Bishop
FRESHMAN ATHLETE PARTICIPATES AND EXCELS IN MULTIPLE 

SPORTS YEAR-ROUND

BY  CLARA MAULTSBY

Mastering Martial Arts Builds Character
KARATE, JU JITSU, KUNG FU, KICKBOXING PROVIDE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL BENEFITS FOR ALL AGES

BY  JACK FOSTER

chumley@exploreupclose.com
(864) 431-7567

exploreupclose.com

cross the nation, the holidays are 
celebrated with friends and family 
in cozy homes, but they can also 
be enjoyed by taking part in festive 
races. Holiday-themed running events 

promote active lifestyles and raise money and 
awareness for local organizations.

The annual Turkey Trot takes place on Thanksgiving 
morning. Hosted by Partners for Active Living, the 8k is 
run in the heart of Spartanburg, finishing at the Daniel 
Morgan Statue. The entry fee is a $10 donation to a 
community project and one or more healthy canned 
goods to support TOTAL Ministries. Each year, over 
one thousand people take part in the event to burn off 
calories before their big meal. The top 75 men and top 

75 women to finish receive Turkey Trot 8K socks.
Sahaan Lawrence (10), a Varsity Cross Country 

runner, participated in the Turkey Trot in 2018 with 
friends and teammates and received socks for his place. 

“It was very cold, but I had fun doing it with my 
friends, so I would do it again,” Lawrence said.

The SPACE Jingle Bell Run/Walk takes place on the 
Cottonwood Trail and unlike the Turkey Trot, this race 
is a 5k and has entry fees ranging from $15 to $25. All 
proceeds benefit the Spartanburg Area Conservancy, 
SPACE. The event is held every December, embracing 
the Christmas spirit. Participants range from teenagers 
to those over 60 years old, and awards are presented 
to the top two finishers of each age group. 

Hamilton Cox (12) and Deacon Cox (10) ran the 

other martial arts. Students are taught 
how to properly defend themselves in a 
fist fight and ensure their personal safety, 
even learning how to protect their heads if 
they are pushed and fall over.

Another common martial art in the 
area is Brazilian Ju Jitsu, which focuses 
primarily on ground combat. 

Trinity State (10) is experienced in 
karate, ju jitsu, sparring and wrestling. As 
well as being a source of exercise, martial 
arts teach her how to defend and protect 
herself in emergency situations. State has 
gained physical and mental strength from 

her years of training and competing.
“They help you learn not to give up 

when you’re at your weakest,” State said.
Although these martial arts participants 

learn dangerous techniques, their purpose 
is to defend the user.

Many martial arts schools have their 
own special creeds which students 
must recite and swear to. This includes 
promising to use what they learn in 
defense of themselves and those around 
them, and never to be abusive or offensive.

Thomas Keller (10) has been taking 
karate for over four years. Originally, his 
parents urged him to do it. He now enjoys 
it and continues to study the style of 
fighting. 

“At first, it was sort of ‘here’s karate, 
have fun,’” Keller said. “I enjoy it, and 
my family wanted me to learn how to 
defend myself.”

Now, Keller is preparing to take his black 
belt test, where his skills and strengths will be 
tested. Keller is one of many high schoolers 
who have earned this honor and have gotten 
the chance at earning a black belt. This is 
the highest level in karate and signifies the 
person’s indomitable spirit. They are both 
physically and mentally fit, having proven 
their skills time and time again.

According to usyouthsoccer.
com, most Olympic athletes 
participate in multiple sports 
growing up, and that is exactly 
what Martha Bishop (9) is 
doing– to the fullest extent. 

She is on the Varsity 
Basketball team, JV tennis team, 
and the JV soccer team. In 
addition to playing for the three 
high school teams, she plays 
soccer for Carolina Football Club 
(CFC) and she plays basketball 
for AAU SC 76ers.

Bishop has always devoted a 
significant amount of her time to 
being active and playing sports.

 “I love playing outside,” 
Bishop said. “I have one of the 
best neighborhoods. I’m in a 
neighborhood with five boys, 
and I think part of my love 
of sports has come from me 
playing outside with them for 
countless hours.” 

Sharon Dillon, the Head 

Coach for the Girls Varsity 
Basketball team, has coached 
and worked with Bishop since 
she was in first grade and 
commented on the leadership 
skills and motivation she has 
developed. 

 “She is a well-rounded 
athlete with a desire to 
win,” Dillon said. “Her God-
given ability, work ethic, and 
competitive spirit are what set 
her apart from others.”

Dillon appreciates what 
Bishop brings to the team and 
looks forward to seeing how 
the team works this year.

“I am very excited about 
the season and have high 
expectations. They work hard, 
have fun together, and love 
each other,” Dillon said.

Even though Bishop is only 
a freshman, she already has 
two years of varsity basketball 
under her belt. She recalls how 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS JOIN IN FOR FESTIVE EXERCISE
HOLIDAY FUN RUNS

Jingle Bell Run with their family in 2013. They fought 
the cold by running with hot chocolate.

“My favorite part was for sure watching my dad slip 
and take a tumble down a hill,” Hamilton said.

Ringing in the new year, the annual Hair of the Dog 
Run is hosted by the YMCA of Greater Spartanburg on 
Jan. 1. The event contains three courses of different 
lengths: a 2 mile, 5 mile, and 10 mile run. While the 
start lines are full of dedicated runners, they are also 
filled with families, friends, and youth that can walk, 
jog, and stroll through Converse Heights. Along the 
way, volunteers dressed in tuxes pass out champagne 
to the adults in celebration of the new year.

A part of the Hair of the Dog Run, children can 
also participate in the one mile “fun run” on the Mary 
Black Foundation Rail Trail if they bring donations 
for the Spartanburg Humane Society. After finishing, 
everyone joins together in the YMCA for breakfast, 
fellowship, and entertainment.

Liam McEnroe (9) started off his most recent New 
Year’s Day with the 5-mile run. He considers Hair of 
the Dog a fun race that also provides a workout, but his 
favorite memory is not about the run itself. It involves 
Cross Country Coach Jack Todd, who volunteered at 
the drink stops along the run.

“The best part of the run was when Coach Todd 
almost handed me champagne instead of water,” 
McEnroe said.

A

Although skiing is a competitive 
sport, it is also enjoyed as a recreational 
activity across the country during the 
wintertime. As opposed to the beach 
or the lake, families and friends plan 
vacations at ski resorts during the 
colder months.

Bern (12) and Chris (11) Jungkind began 
skiing as children because their mother 
was a ski instructor. During the months 
of January and February, they spend a 
majority of their weekends on the slopes 
and they each have their own equipment, 
including helmets, skis, and boots. 

Cataloochee Ski Area in Maggie 
Valley, North Carolina, is the closest 
ski resort from Spartanburg, so the 

BY  ELLE NAYLOR

Jungkinds often find themselves skiing 
there. However, they have also made 
trips to Montana and West Virginia, 
where the slopes are more abundant 
and difficult.

After years of experience, the 
brothers began experimenting with 
tricks including switches, 360s and rails, 
and plan on attempting flips this season. 

Ski resorts label each slope with a 
difficulty level, beginning with the green 
square and increasing to the extremely 
demanding triple black diamonds. Both 
Jungkinds have skied down double 
diamond slopes before.

Mattie (11) and Garrett (9) Fulmer 
have been skiing for nine years. Their 

family typically travels to Beech 
Mountain in Boone, North Carolina, 
with other families two times per year. 
While Mattie focuses more carefully on 
getting down the black diamond slopes, 
Garrett takes a less cautious approach, 
skiing down as fast as he can.

Although the activity is widely 
enjoyed, it requires practice and 
focus. Garrett views the activity as 
humbling and considers the mechanics 
a challenge to learn.

“It can be very difficult to learn the 
proper techniques to stop and control 
where you go,” Garrett said. “The most 
important aspect of skiing is balance.”

Along with serving as a family 
vacation activity, ski trips are also 

Hair of the Dog brings a variety of people out to partici-
pate in the New Year’s Day run. Liam McEnroe (9) begins 
the year by running the road race through Converse 
Heights, followed by breakfast at the YMCA.

PHOTO CREDIT T. KIMZEY

playing on varsity was difficult 
during seventh grade because 
other players were bigger and 
stronger than she. Despite 
the slight size and strength 
disadvantages, she became the 
starting point guard during her 
second year on the team.

Amyria Moore (12), 
Bishop’s teammate, admires 
her determination and positive 
influence on the other players.

“Martha is a good teammate 
because she always plays hard, 
whether we’re up or down, 
and she is always positive,” 
Moore said. “She’s great to play 
[with].”

Bishop also plays tennis and 
participates on multiple soccer 
teams. She says that playing so 
many sports can be difficult 
and sometimes even requires 
doing schoolwork during 
lunch, but she  has developed 
better time management skills 

PHOTO COURTESY M. BISHOP

Shredding the Slopes
BY  ELLE NAYLOR

SKIING SERVES AS WINTERTIME RECREATIONAL 
ACTIVITY FOR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS

Trinity Methodist Church plans an annual ski trip during the winter break for friends to enjoy together. The 
bus drove the young skiiers to Beech Mountain in Jan. 2019. Wales Dixon (12), Maris Staley (12), Sarah 
Purinton (12), Graham Scheel (12), Hank Warren (12), and Ty Baker (12) smile together after finishing a blue 
square slope.

and has become physically and 
mentally stronger.

Bishop plans to get 
scholarships to continue playing 
sports during college and 
hopes to eventually become a 
professional athlete.

planned and enjoyed with friends. 
Trinity Methodist Church plans an 
annual ski trip, allowing high schoolers 
to stay overnight at a resort and spend 
the day sliding down the slopes together.

Trinity took a bus full of young 
skiiers to Beech Mountain in January 
of 2019. Trinity plans to venture further 
and extend  the trip, taking the skiiers 
to Snowshoe in West Virginia. Sarah 
Rothschild (12) goes to Trinity and has 
taken advantage of the Trinity ski trip 
three times since middle school. She 
plans on going for a fourth time.

“I love being able to ski with my 
friends. It keeps me laughing, and I am 
so excited for the upcoming trip to West 
Virginia,” Rothschild said.

Second year varsity basketball 
player Martha Bishop jumps up for 
a layup while being defended by a 

Byrnes Rebel. The athlete also plays 
tennis and soccer for the Vikings.

PHOTO COURTESY E. NAYLOR

On the mat, Trinity State (10) eyes her 
opponent in a Ju Jitsu match. State won the 
match and claimed her medal.

PHOTO COURTESY T. STATE

Joseph Latham (10) took karate for 
nine years at Southern Martial Arts. He 
believes that the activity has taught him 
perseverance through tough situations.

“It has taught me the importance 
of manners, how to work hard, and 
discipline,” said Latham.

Lessons aren’t the only thing that 
martial arts schools offer, either. 
Spartanburg Martial Arts and Southern 
Martial Arts, along with other martial arts 
schools, have afterschool programs for 
elementary and middle school students. 
These programs provide entertainment, 
homework help, and a snack to children 
along with karate classes. Children are 
picked up by bus from their school, and 
after doing homework, they go to class to 
advance their skills. 

Through classes, young children are 
able to develop positive mental attitudes, 
high goal setting, respect for others, and 
self-confidence.
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